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Add any last sticks or vegetation before testing 
your design with water.

5

Test your beaver dam with water like in a real 
river. Does your design keep the water out?  

Does a pond form? If it leaks, try a new design!

6

Pour some water into the Dirt Box to make  
small mud balls. 

1

Make a V-shape on the paper plate with mud. 
Press and shape the mud securely onto the plate. 

2

SWAL�OW NEST STEP-BY-STEP DIRECTIONS

Group Materials:

•	 1 Dirt Box 

•	 1 Deli Container of Water

•	 2 Paper Plates — for making 2 nests

Individual Materials:

•	 Spoons (1 per person)
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Fill in the V-shape starting at the bottom.  
This is the platform that the swallow makes first. 

3

Keep the mud moist so you can keep forming it 
into a rounded shape or cone. 

4

Press in the sides of the nest to make sure they 
are rounded and strong. Smooth out any bumps.

5

Proudly hold your nest vertically.  
Pretend it’s hanging from a barn or the side of  

a cliff just like a real swallow nest!

6
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